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Bringing service to life Se rcg

‘Tagging’ — The Truth, Myths & Legends

Electronic Monitoring of curf
since 1999jthat time vario
some misunderstandings. Ma
mitigation i

posed as a requirement of a community penalty has been available to the courts
legends have become common currency; hopefully, this article will clarify
dy been mentioned on TV programmes, the press, and indeed used as

court.

B,
005 the se o] ave not been allowed to use existing telephones at the place of curfew, but
se mobile Iep tems, unless there are special circumstances such as there being no mobile

coverage in ap’Elcular , more than 96% of current monitoring is conducted by mobile systems.
It has been clai é’hat:the ‘tag’ can be removed by stretching or heating the stra;ﬁ’

incident ha?ever een recorded; it takes little wﬁ%tglnatlon to consider the damage

flame held agalnst a leg. Even if the strap were stretched, internal mechanisms det :

the service providers |mmed|ately, a visit i
they have been put on

Since Ap
instead

cigarette lighter. No such
Id be inflicted by a naked

g is that stijects can be tracked and elrw et abouts mg :' | ¥ _'.' rfew monitoring
etect if a subject is where he/she sh% 5 not be tracked
!b » &

It is true that - thls is a health & safety-lssue ‘we r, a y attemptt he tag is
immediately recordeda Itis

accidentally’ as has been claime e tags -a_ € tested robustly by th 5C ;
of Justice annually and reported as being securénwithin pre-determinedtolera Ct is
taken when they breach, this is g a misundetf téigg_ing as all violation 2] vithi
protocols.

Another frequently used e he bath’. Duri'.rtg;the early days of the ting ! mor itoring it

was soon established tha npede the radiosignals. To avo
tested from the bath ap@e : in the place of w to recei o y removing this
excuse. Judging by th # excuse is still used, and sometimes periods well in excess

of 2 hours, we haveithe“cle

It is not unknow 1 ) 3 not work. In rebuttal of this claim, Serco have never
received a repol ron rensie scienti " equipment was malfunctioning.

Monthly ~«- operation: e conducte e N y of Justice who confirm that currently service standards are
intai ontractua evels s ’ 99% & 100%.

Electronic monnortn;; IS now ava ble =/@f4thé community penalties, either stand alone or combined with another

penalty for adults and 1uvenlles It can be use f. a condition of bail for suitable defendants, and as a condition of

early release from:custody for ellglble isonets while allowing family life, employment and education to continue,

without the impact of Custody z

Should you require any fur"ther information, or have any questions about electronic monitoring please ask
to speak to your local Service Delivery Officer who can be contacted by phoning the monitoring centre on
08080 152369 (Midlands & Wales) or 08080 965124 (London & East Anglia)
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